AXE FALLS ON GREEN WEDGES: GOVERNMENT SET TO UNLEA SH
UNPRECEDENTED ENVIRONMENTAL & FARMLAND DESTRUCTION
- green wedge, public lands and urban planning backkh groups unite in protest

In a last ditch attempt to stop this unprecede@esken Wedge destruction, The Green Wedges
Coalition has joined Protectors of Public Landstvii@a Inc. and Planning Backlash to hold a:
PREST MEETING
1 PM, TUESDAX2 JUNE 2010
STEPS OF PARLIAMENT, SPRING STREETMELBOURNE.
Speakers will include: Greens MLC Colleen Hartlah@gislative Council Coalition Leader,
David Davis, and representatives of ProtectoBuiflic Lands; the Coalition of Concerned
Councillors; Taxed Out, Planning Backlash and GiMadges Coalition.

Our groups call on MPs to VOTE NO TO PLANNING AMEND MENT VC67
SAY NO TO TRASHING MELBOURNE'S LIVEABILITY
SAY NO URBAN SPRAWL AND GREEN WEDGE DESTRUCTION

If ratified by Parliament this planning amendmemtld signify a catastrophe for
Melbourne - our city will be changed irrevocablydwer.

State Government is set to unleash unprecedent@@emental, agricultural and landscape destrudtion
the green wedges when it moves Parliamentary appodylanning scheme amendment VC67 at 3pm on
Tuesday. VC67 will expand the Urban Growth Bougdarreplace 43,600 ha of green wedge land with
suburban sprawl. It will take green wedge landifeeways and freight terminals and provide for éased
urban density along Melbourne’s tram and principad routes.

The UGB expansion will clear for urban developn&@00 ha of environmentally significant Western
Basalt Plains grasslands, the grassy woodlandsed¥iaribyrnong and Merri Creek catchments, withrthe
giant red gums, and 4000 ha of the South East lf@vd-where highly productive market gardens using
recycled water double as Southern Brown Bandicabitat. (Please see details below and attached.)

It will also destroy the certainty on which greeadge protection is based. The developers who vafitp
from speculative purchases of green wedge lané teioned by VC67 will go looking for more spec
purchases outside the next UGB.

The Coalition parties have said they will not opptse UGB expansion, but they will oppose the E6
freeway, which is close to the existing paralleai@ieburn Freeway and they will oppose amendments t
Clause 12, which provides for increased urban tenale call on them to hold firm on these issued ian
addition to move amendments to save at least sbthe @bove-listed priority green wedge areas from
development.

Before the 2006 election, Liberal, ALP and Grelli’s surveyed by the Green Wedges Coalition all
supported the current Government policy to progeeen wedges "including the present boundarie3uily
the Greens have stood by their election policylzange consistently opposed the UGB expansion. We ca
on Coalition MPs to support the Greens motion terrthis matter to a committee to negotiate amemisne
to mitigate the damage.

For comment from Green Wedges CoalitiRasemary Westjoint coordinator & author of this release,
9772 7124 or 0418 554 79Rowest@ozemail.com.aor Louis Delacretazvice president, 0407 358 699
Please see following pages for local backgrounaitieand contacts.




Background

The green wedges are, as successive premiersamamd ministers have said, the lungs of Melbourne.
With a city already gasping for breath, Melbourheigys are about to be choked with urban sprawk Th
government land grab will be a cancer, not jushexproposed new growth corridors but in surrougdin
areas, where developers will buy up environmentallg agriculturally significant grasslands.

The Bracks Government was elected three timespbedge to protect and provide certainty for Green
Wedges. The Brumby Government has broken thagpledd has embarked on this plan for gross
unnecessary destruction of the environment andrtifd farmland which provides food close to Melbwoal

The plans will expand the UGB around new growttasr@nd a freeway reservation which include:

e upto 5000 ha of high quality western basalt gajrassland, whose biodiversity rivals Kakadu

e grassy woodlands in the Darebin, Jackson & MergeRrvalleys, with 400 year-old red gums

e prime market garden land in the Casey foodbowkiggpand arable farmland in the north and west.

e Southern Brown Bandicoot habitat near the Crantm&uoyal Botanic Gardens

« An estimated 200 homes and family farms, blighthmgyfuture of hard-working farming families who
will be forced off their land by escalating rateslancroaching urban development on land that may
not be developed for two or three decades

As well as moving the UGB, Planning Scheme Amendri@67 includes :

e reservations for the Outer Metropolitan Ring RoaB&freeway routes & railway lines

« the Beveridge Rail terminal (as well as an existieggprvation at nearby Somerton);

e Two new grassland reserves totalling15,000 ha;

¢ six new Central Activity Districts (Box Hill, Ringaod etc.) and

e Locating more intense housing development in andrat activity centres, along tram routes and the
orbital bus routes on the Principal Public Transplatwork.

The Green Wedges Coalition supports grasslandvwesdout we don't think the landowners should be
forced off their land, but should be able to stagt manage the reserve land for conservation and for
compatible farming activities. We are also concértmat the grasslands in the proposed reservestann
replace the diversity of species and habitat irgtiasslands to be destroyed.

The 22,000 ha of remnant grasslands currentlyargteen wedges is about 30% of the five per cénvfie
the western plains basalt grasslands that ondels#efrom Portland to the Melbourne. The Goverrimen
plans to destroy a third and to protect two-thirddeveloper-funded reserves, exposing the hollewé
its Net Gain policy. This is an appalling way tofact an endangered vegetation community.

Particular concerns:

1. This land is not needed for development:

Analysis of the Government’s land supply figuresndnstrates that there is enough land within tineeat
UGB to last until 2030. Increasing the developndartsity in urban growth areas would also make Imgusi
more affordable. Instead, the Government is pegpto hand the green wedge land that makes Melbourn
a liveable city to developers for McMansions anduwsban sprawl. (see details below)

Premier Brumby has woken up to the fact that theufadion boom he has created is threatening
Melbourne's liveability and last week announcechdpeg of $59 million to promote regional developren
as a more acceptable alternative to overloadingitiie

Surely this means has even less need to push deévatopment out into the green wedges and could
comfortably withdraw Planning Scheme Amendment VC67

2. The destruction of the Western Plains grasslands

Magnificent wildflower grassland plains once sthetd from Melbourne nearly to the South Australian
border, across Victoria’s Volcanic Plains. TheseeAd®me to diverse fauna such as marsupial hopping
mice (Fat-tailed Dunnarts), Striped Legless Lizgrdssland birds, and a suite of rare plants li\eys
Rice-flower, Large-fruit Groundsel and grasslanchats.



State and Federal Governments have allowed thasslgnds to be cleared at a rate of nearly foub&lo
fields per day over the past 10 years and we lasteler half of Melbourne’s grasslands over thet g8
years. This is an international disgrace on anptir biodiversity loss from the widely condemnedailing
of rainforest for palm oil.

Some of the best grasslands with rare and dive@esgies survive on the urban fringe in the westerh a
northern green wedges. Like temperate grasslandsdithe world they are nationally endangeredtedis
under Australia’s Environment Protection and Bi@dsity Conservation Act (EPBC Act).

Now with massive urban growth boundary expansiamgl State Government proposes to wipe-out most of
what remains of Melbourne’s urban fringe grasslandsering them with housing, roads and industrial
estates, or digging them up for quarries. Up t@0b@ is proposed to be cleared: about three qaaster
remnant grassland in undeveloped parts of theiegiand proposed UGB, and at least 8% of whatfiofe

the Volcanic Plains Grassland state-wide. In therirational Year of Biodiversity, this is unaccedyia

State Government is proposing a major environmerade-off deal, whereby developers who destroy
grassland for urban sprawl will pay for two subsitmgrassland reserves further out in the greetdgee
These reserves are important to protect the lapgshes of Volcanic Plains grasslands, but thaeytwo
replace the important populations of rare grassfemd and fauna at Melbourne’s fringe. These sites
important not only for biodiversity, but for therdiability of Melbourne and as a connection to reatérfew
well-known grassland sites have been identifiecbfotection inside the proposed UGB.

The most effective way to save Melbourne’s urbamgfe grasslands is to protect the existing greaiges,
and establish a conservation network across pradepublic land. If this is not possible, we callMPs
to at least seek a compromise to protect someeskthigh quality grasslands.

For more information, contadgdndrew Booth9381 0182;asbooth@vicnet.net.aar Giorgio De Nola
Western Plains North Green Wedge Group, 9626 88864 085 517dante001@aapt.net.au

3. The destruction of productive, sustainable agriauiée

The report of the Joint Parliamentary Committeauinginto Sustainable Development of Agribusingss i
Outer Suburban Melbourne describes the wider Metmarea as "a diverse and dynamic farming
region.... vegetables in Bacchus Marsh, barramundé/@énribee, mushrooms in Mernda, gourmet sheep
cheese in Epping, asparagus in Cardinia, fruihénYarra Valley and poultry and premium wines ia th
Mornington Peninsula.

"From less than four per cent of Victoria's farndaagriculture in this region produces 16 per céithe
state' agricultural wealth." The report's 84 recandations mostly protect and facilitate farminghia

green wedges and adjacent rural shires. Recommendadt is "That Melbourne's Urban Growth Boundary
be stabilised to provide certainty to land-holdsmd agribusiness."

Government should heed this report, which was sel@@nly last month. It should move to stabilise t

UGB as recommended and withdraw PSA VC67 and thB Bxpansion plans to clear for development for
thousands of hectares of grazing land in the WieRasalt Plains Grasslands, the grassy woodlantieof
Maribyrnong River, Darebin and Merri Creek Catchisewhere stock shelter under ancient red gums; and
the fertile market gardens of the south easterdidowl.

This amendment will be like cancer in the lungdtaibourne. It will bring tragedy to the thousands o
green wedge landowners to be forced off their reddand by rising rates and the pressure of impendi
development, or by Public Acquisition Overlays few, unnecessary freeways and freight terminals.

4. The Government has ignored the Green Wedges i@ioals call to rethink this disastrous plan and to
* Hold the line on the Urban Growth Boundary, ordfvee expected, Government proceeded, to
* Protect from urban development:
- all land around the existing boundaries of Sunlauny the Diggers Rest township



- all significant grasslands and current or extinetlands in the Western Volcanic Plains

- all significant grasslands, red gum woodlame=jands and habitat corridor along the Merri Creek

- essential farmland and fauna habitat in the WegtetiGreen Wedge

- riparian strips at least 100m wide along cresakd watercourses

- all other environmentally significant land iderdidi in the Environment Victoria submission.

» Provide further protection to environmentally sigraint grasslands and grassy woodlands in the
investigation areas by:

- using the estimated $90 million annual Melbourneé&tparks levy to acquire highly significant
areas for national parks;

- providing incentives to landholders, via Bushbrolgarsh Tender and Grow West schemes;

- funding Trust for Nature for rolling purchaseghe green wedges, for on-selling with covenants.

- Encourage Councils to provide conservation ratate=bfor at least TfN covenanted properties.

* Set a levy on developers to cover the actusicof infrastructure development (estimated at $13

100 billion more than the infrastructure cost ofelepment in existing urban areas: the $2b to be

raised by the Growth Areas Infrastructure Contidyutvill cover only 15% of the official $13b figure

5. LOCAL ISSUES:

Western Plains Green Wedges:

A. Once known as brown wedges, the work of ecotsegigluding Sarah Bekessy and Ascelin Gordon of
RMIT has shown that the biodiversity of the westaeasalt plains grasslands rivals Kakadu. The \Weeri
and Melton Plains support the largest remainingsad Victoria's Basalt Plains Grasslands and aeal
Australia’s 15 Biodiversity Hotspots.

Much of the 15,000 ha grassland reserves to bededwver 10 years as a developer-funded tradis-off
poorer quality than the kangar@bemedayrasslands to be destroyed . As State Governnasmdt in the
past implemented its own clearing controls on daasts, there are concerns whether it can be tristed
protect the proposed reserves, which may degradibaforgotten before Government has to acquinathe

Grassland remnants are scattered across the plainsany of the higher quality remnants arounduitioen
areas of Werribee, Laverton, Deer Park and Car&@jmings will be destroyed.

The proposed extensions to the western growth aoyirwill
cut off and flatten the western green wedges iadiref the
basic Melbourne 2030 principle that growth showdd b
channelled along growth corridors and green wedges
between protected.

(Pic, left, Western plains grasslands)

The Western Plains North Green Wedge Group isngatin
State Government to protect environmentally sigaifi
grass-lands in reserves and to protect all renmgrasslands
and fertile farmland by keeping it in the green gednd by
implementing stricter measures to protect remneagsands from
illegal clearing.

Contact: Giorgio De Nola Western Plains North Green Wedge Group, 9626 84484 085 517;

B. Putting more houses at risk of bushfires

The development of this land could also put manydneds of new houses at risk of bushfire:. we can
provide photos showing timber framed houses undestcuction in the forest at Eynesbury, near Meiton
early 2009.

The Eynesbury subdivision approval in 2002 by tlentState Planning Director, under delegation Wwas t
last residential development approved in the greesige before the State Government green wedge
protection package prohibited subdivision in 200%as the last straw that convinced the Bracks
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Government of the need for green wedge protecipproved plans had the forest buffered by a golf
course, but the developer wanted 800 more houskm&006 Melton Council and VCAT amended their
plans to allow houses to edge into the forest, itetige evident bushfire risk. Department of Sumthility
and Environment objections were over-ridden andreninentalist third parties were prevented fronmbei
heard by a Development Protection Overlay apprdwetthe Planning Department. This land grab will pu
more houses at risk of a bushfire disaster likeBBaturday.

ContactHarry van Moorst,coordinator, Western Region Environment Centre8199288 or 0431 121 218.
harryvm@envirowest.org.au Available on request: pics of houses now umdeasstruction in
environmentally significant grey-box woodland ahE&sbury.

Sunbury Maribyrnong Valley Green Wedge:

After repeated assurances by three planning misi§tecluding Minister Madden in mid-November) that
the Urban Growth Boundary around Sunbury would farmdact, the Sunbury Maribyrnong Valley Green
Wedge Defenders were shocked to find that Sunborydwdouble in size as a result of the proposedrgre
wedge land grab. This is also a substantial coiatiad to Melbourne 2030, which stated that urbeaswgh
should occur only in growth corridors and which diat designate Calder Highway as a growth corridor.

Separate submissions from Arnie Azaris (to Ministeddden expressing local shock and disappointment)
and from the Jacksons Creek Environment Networlagadlable Arnie points out that substantial pafts
the investigation area are covered by a Airporteray and that residential development in this amdd
lead to calls for an airport curfew.

Contact:Arnie Azaris coordinator, SMVGW Defenders on 0419 547 @@Zarisl@bigpond.net.au;
Trevor Dance spokesman for SMVGW Defenders; 0413 822 214,

Whittlesea Merri Creek Green Wedge

The Merri Creek is a crucial life-line for natiierfa and fauna, extending into the northern subafbs
Melbourne. Along its length lies a chain of statel aationally significant grasslands, two of whieve
been reserved at Craigieburn and Campbellfieldlsivbihers remained on private land in the greedgee
until now. A further 35 per cent of the Merri Cregdchment has been included in the proposed urban
growth area, hence development will threaten itsefss biodiversity, including several populatiofis
endangered Growling Grass Frogs.

The Friends of Merri Creek, like the Western PlaBisnbury Maribyrnong Valley and Western Port Green
Wedge groups report that profitable grazing aégésitan fit well with the conservation of grassisadd
grassy woodlands. Many Landcare group membersiivigrri Creek valley are aware that retaining reativ
pastures and regenerating woodland trees impred@sfarm production values as well as biodiversity

Melbourne’s northern plains, extending westwardafPlenty Valley to Merri Creek and Mt Ridley,
contain fine examples &fictoria’s endangered Red Gum Woodlands . Thisystesh once extended
across much of the western plains, but now onigyagercentage remains. The majestic Red Gum &ees
often up to 400 years old or more, and form a pi&eklandscape over native grasses and herbs.

They provide many hollows and important habitatvioodland birds such as the endangered Barking Owl
and rare parrots and many species of bats. Gregdtaas loaf in their shadows during the day.

(views of Mt
Ridley Red-gum
grassy
woodlands)




Important stands of Red Gum woodland habitat serawar Mt Ridley to the west of Craigieburn, in the
Merri catchment, and scattered across the Whitilgseen wedge, extending into some of the new bgbur
Some traditional grazing properties have kept tiotir Red Gum trees and the native grass layettlao
present day through generations of sensitive gggaiactices.

The Friends of Merri Creek called on State Govemint@ secure a Merri Creek Biodiversity Network to
extend from the upper catchment south into Melbe'grnorthern suburbs. Some of the area sought for
reserves include

< nationally significant Bald Hill grasslands,

« the grassy woodlands south east of Donnybrook,

e a400m habitat corridor along Merri Creek (Merri C reek Park)

« all grassland contiguous with Kalkallo Common

e Camoola Swamp biosite and

« the Craigieburn East Grasslands and Mt Ridley grasgwoodlands.

Major problems include:

» aBoral Quarry is proposed for part of the Bald Bitasslands and bisects a critical part of therMer
Creek corridor.

e Grassland contiguous with Kalkallo Common is sldteddevelopment.

« The E6 will bisect and destroy Merri Creek enviransl associated grasslands

e Corridor along Merri Creek needs to be wideneghlaiwes it is only 200m wide,
as well the issue of Red Gum woodland noted below

< all of the Craigieburn Grasslands and Mt Ridley grassy woodlandshave been identified as
“significantly constrained land,” but with no exgiticommitment to protection for conservation. A
Boral Quarry is proposed for the constrained paith® Bald Hill Grasslands.

« TheKalkallo West grasslandsand

e Camoola Swamp biositeare slated for development.

The proposed urban growth areas cut deeply intRéteGum woodlands of the Whittlesea green wedge.
This threatens centuries-old trees, with many hdland fallen branches for fauna habitat, and patol
native grasses and wildflowers such as Milky Bedigpads and the nationally endangered Matted Fiax-li
Suburban development will clear many of these waudl, or retain the trees as isolated museum pireces
pocket parks and roundabouts — as seen alreadgwirsuburbs at South Morang and Epping North.

The only area to have escaped the devastation gedyaghe historic Wollert district, where resiten
banded together in a campaign to stop the E6 frgembaich was originally planned to take the honiigs,
station and township of Wollert. The new plansvstioe E6 freeway moved to the east, away from homes
and township, and the UGB dog-legged around th@sbip so as to leave Wollert, with its ancient red
gums, in the green wedge. (More details availableequest.)

Contact: Friends of Merri CreelRay Radford 0422 989 166 ; Wollert Protect Our Heritage
group: Wendy Campbell0417 511 061; wendy.campbelll0@yahoo.com.au

South Eastern Investigation Area (WesternPort greemnvedge)

The proposed south-eastern investigation growth &ees once part of the vast Kooweerup Swamp and has
some of the most fertile agricultural land in thete. This land is very important in supplyingstie
vegetables to Melburnians. The heaths and woodlahthis landscape, including Cranbourne Botanic
Gardens and remnants on private land, supporatgedt surviving population of Southern Brown
Bandicoot near the City. The land has recycle®@ni@bdbm the Eastern Treatment Plant.

Casey Council has made strong submissions aghm&i®B expansion and wants the area protected
within the green wedge as an essential farming @dos& to Melbourne. As a compromise, Casey
suggested it would accept 1600 ha being takendeeldpment but wanted the remaining 4000 ha of the
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Bunyip Foodbowl to remain in the green wedge. HavaXC67 takes more Casey land than planned in the
June 2009 draft.

Environment and Landcare Groups wanted:

« Conservation agreements with private landholdesetoire effectiveandicoot habitat links
extending both south and east from Cranbourne Botaio Gardens.

* significant (>200m either side) riparian and drainagye buffersand links to other habitat and
landscapes.

The proposed new urban growth areas, togethergnithvth corridor land added in 2005, now threaten to
remove large areas of prime farmland and to erc{echnbourne Botanic Gardens with suburbs. They al
threaten the health of Westernport Bay and its neim@seagrass. It is now acknowledged that sltat
resulting from the construction of Cardinia damsmithe death of much WesternPort seagrass. Trentur
UGB was designed to follow the ridge-lines to avmidre siltation damage, but the proposed UGB pushes
down into the Westernport Catchment and will inseepressure on the health of the ecology of
WesternPort Bay. Casey Council has opposed thaggteof the Urban Growth Boundary in this area as
its strategic planning supports the preservatiathigfhighly productive farmland.

Contact: Kelly Brooks-MacmillanCardinia Environment Coalition and Westernport &néNedge,
brooks-macmillan@bigpond.cqi9428 427 005;

Analysis of serious flaws in UGB expansion plans,

This destruction is unnecessary: an analysis byatelenni Bundy of the Green Wedge Protection Group
demonstrates that the Government has miscalculttdaind supply figures and that there is enougidla
within the current UGB to last until 2030. Increagithe development density in urban growth areadavo
also make housing more affordable. Instead, theeBonent is prepared to hand the green wedge land
that makes Melbourne a liveable city to develof@rdcMansions and suburban sprawl. Jenni’s anialys
is summarised as follows:

The Melbourne @ 5 Million plan to expand the UGBptovide further green-field residential land from
Green Wedges are based on incorrect and deepledidand supply estimates. These invalid figures ar
the basis upon which the Government has deemeg@ssary to move the UGB.

The full ot yield analysis in the UDP 2007 Repfrhich is the basis for the land supply estimaiegpsed
on projections of a reduced lot yield per hectarer dime in existing Growth Areas, down to 8-1Gome
areas.

These figures should be recalculated to yield amum of 15 dwellings per hectare (gross), withrgea
of 20 dwellings/ha from 2010. A yield of 15 lotsrggoss hectare would provide enough developmeiat la
within the UGB to last for nearly 19 years . A digyiof 20 lots/ha would provide enough for 25 ygear

This would make this latest green wedge land gratecessary and would keep new houses safely inside
the UGB, instead of allowing them to sprawl ovédire-prone urban fringe. The Brumby Governmerd ha
totally missed the point of Melbourne 2030, to eembutward growth instead of pandering to it.

(More details in the analysis by the late Jenni Bymweho died on Black Saturday 2009.)

Attached or available documents:

1. Green Wedges Charter (with a brief green wedugtory and summary of current concerns.)

2. Green Wedges Coalition constituent membership cofita (for each green wedge).

3. “Reasons why the UGB Expansion Plans are seridilmsiyed,” Analysis of land supply figures by
Jenni Bundy of the Green Wedge Protection Gr&ig 2009)

4. “Nature on our Doorstep,” Friends of Merri Creek Bmission to Growth Areas Authority on
Melbourne @ 5 million.(including plan of proposezhservation network and pic of Merri Creek).

5. Urban growth boundary expansion: threat to Melbalsnendangered grasslands.

Available photographs:
6. Houses now under construction in environmentatipisicant grey-box woodland at Eynesbury.
7. Grasslands under threat, in UGB report ( bettealify copies can be provided).



